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WINTER 2018/19 

In 2018, Cassa celebrated 25 years of providing a  
quality all-inclusive performing, literary and visual arts 
experience. The Cassa Musical production of Don’t 
Stop Believin’! was a resounding success. Cassa Piano  
and adult programs produced some outstanding  
performances. Cassa Playwrights was an unforgettable  
experience for all those involved, while Cassa Jazz  
again proved to be popular. Cassa Composers was also  
a successful addition to our many programs. 
 
At Cassa, students forge friendships, develop discipline, leadership skills and confidence, 
all in a spirit of creativity, community and fun. Participation in well-designed arts programs 
also improves academic performance in reading, math, and science. Enrolment in our 
programs is limited. Don’t miss your chance to join a unique arts enrichment experience. 
 

2019 PROGRAMS                                        

Cassa Musical - August 6, 7, 8, 12, 13, & 14 

Cassa Kids - July 15 to 19 

Cassa Playwrights - July 15 to 19                

Cassa Jazz - July 15 to 19 

Cassa Composers - July 15 to 19 

Cassa Recital - July 21 

Cassa Adult Piano - July 22 to 24 

Cassa Piano - July 22 to 26 

Cassa Pedagogy - July 25 

All programs except the Cassa Musical are held at St. Vladimir's Cultural Centre, 404 
Meredith Road NE, Calgary. 

WE NEED YOUR HELP! 

Please donate to Cassa in 2019. All contributions are most welcome. Donations may be made 
at www.cassamusicalarts.com. For more information contact info@cassamusicalarts.com. 
Cheques may be mailed to Cassa at 201 11420 27th St SE Calgary AB T2Z 3R6. Charitable 
receipts are available. 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS AND ADMINISTRATION TEAM 
 

Linda Kundert - President and Artistic Director    Darcy van Helden - Office Manager 
Janice Dahlberg - Vice President, Assistant Artistic Director   Shelley Foo - Donations Coordinator           
Eric Nyland - Treasurer      Po Yeh - Bookkeeper 
Kathy Milani - Secretary     Alicia Romero - Publications Coordinator 
Michelle Delisle - Chief Marketing Officer    Rob Whitworth - Webmaster 
Tara Alldred-Gundesen - Advisor    Joanne Dyck - Casino Coordinator 
Susan Savage - Advisor      Viola Olah - Social Media Coordinator    
Derek Stoll - Advisor      Jonah van Helden - Technical Assistant         
Simon Rose - Advisor and Newsletter Editor   Josh Boak - Photographer and Recording Engineer  
Darren Dyck - Advisor 
Dorothea Johanson - Treasurer and Special Projects Convenor Emeritus                    
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Our 2018 Cassa Musical production was 
Don’t Stop Believin’! Bursting with large 
rock and pop chorus numbers and 
featuring a powerful, anthemic finale, this 
highly energetic, contemporary musical 
was very well received by everyone when 
it was performed last summer. 

 

 

The Ethel Lampert Community Centre has 
seen better days and may soon close for 
good, unless the local teens, centre 
volunteers and staff can come up with a way 
to save the place.  

Some city council members want to bulldoze 
the centre to redevelop the neighborhood and 
generate sales tax revenue, but that’s not 
stopping the teens. These kids have no place 
else to go and losing the center means losing 
their home away from home.  

 

 
 
Cassa Musical photos courtesy of Gus 
van Helden 
 
When they hear of a new television 
reality contest for glee clubs, they 
decide to form their own and try 
out. If they win the top prize, they’ll 
earn enough money to keep the 
center open.  
 
But working together doesn’t come 
naturally for these tough, 
independent teens and they’re not 
sure they’ll be able to pull off their 
plan.   
 

 

     

Our 2019 Cassa Musical production will be Something Familiar by Justine 
Cherry-Delisle. The show is a unique portrayal of individuality and identity. 
The musical dramedy takes on gender bias, disability-abilities, and self-
image challenges, to name a few. From a position of resilient wit, you’ll 
delight in the reconciliation of seemingly disparate characters.  
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              OUR 2019 CLINICIAN 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
With a career that has extended over 30 years, Edwin Gnandt has 
enjoyed a varied collaborative life in music. Performances have taken 
him to major centers such as St. Petersburg, Russia, Edinburgh, 
Scotland, New York, San Diego, Los Angeles, San Francisco, Oakland, 
Portland, Seattle, Indianapolis, Des Moines, Sioux Falls, Lincoln, 
University of Wisconsin, Grand Rapids, Denver, Charlottetown, 
Montreal, Toronto, Winnipeg, Brandon, Regina, Saskatoon, Vancouver, 
Victoria, Kelowna, Penticton, Edmonton, Calgary, Lethbridge, and 
Medicine Hat.  
 
Recent presentations at international conferences include the Hawaii 
International Conference on Arts & Humanities (HICAH), the 
International Journal of Arts & Sciences Conference (IJAS) in 
Barcelona, Spain and in 2016, the IJAS Conference in Venice, Italy. His 
piano students have gone on to graduate studies at various prestigious 
institutions including Juilliard School of Music, Manhattan School of 
Music, Eastman School of Music, Westminster Choir College, McGill 
University, University of Toronto and the University of Ottawa. 

       WELCOME TO OUR NEW BOARD MEMBERS 

    

         
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WHAT THEY’RE SAYING ABOUT CASSA PIANO  

“Please let me offer my sincere gratitude to you for organizing such a 
fantastic piano camp. My son, Julian enjoyed it so much. He was 
inspired by the instruction he received and the musical experiences he 
had. I particularly appreciated the extended curriculum of art, 
composition, and songwriting. He particularly enjoyed the time spent 
making new friends. I only wish we could have stayed for the entire 
Friday recital. It broke my heart that Julian had to leave early without 
saying goodbye to his new friends. I can’t say enough about your 
program.  We will certainly do our best to have Julian participate in 
Cassa Piano next year. Thank you again!” Melissa 

“My favourite experience at Cassa Piano Camp was my ensemble 
piece. First of all, I liked the ensemble piece because it was nice to 
finally be able to play one. My piece was called In the Groove by Robert 
Vandall and I would describe it was fun and jazzy. Now I am playing a 
grade 7-piece by the same composer. The instructors helped us when 
one of us lost our spot in the music. They were inspiring and helpful. I 
really liked the part where we got to make our posters. The posters 
were meant to tell people what the ensemble pieces were. I had an 
incredible time at piano camp.” Julian  

“Every summer, I always look forward to Cassa Piano. The teachers are 
nice and extremely helpful, fellow campers are very friendly, and I gain 
new knowledge from the clinician's talks. This year was my sixth at 
Piano Camp, and every year's clinicians bring different flavours to the 
camp. Every year also brings a different set of personal challenges, with 
different teachers offering suggestions every day. Every time I've come 
to camp with a piece, it's always improved drastically. Piano Camp may 
be a lot of work, but it's definitely worth it.” Riley   
 
“Jack had a ***fabulous*** time at Cassa Piano!! He is all excited about 
learning a lot of repertoire with Barbara and learning theory. He really 
“found his tribe” this week. It was so much fun and so engaging. Thank 
you so much.” Nancy  

“Great teachers, and I liked the talks and the insight that they gave you. 
The masterclasses were good and it was good to learn to trust your 
partner in the ensemble.” Casper  

“The masterclasses were great, with lots of useful feedback. I learned 
so much from the lectures. Amazing teachers and clinicians.” Riley  

“It was interesting to get feedback from lots of different teachers and to 
hear all their comments. I also really liked the ensemble pieces that 
were played!” Lisa  

“It was so much fun playing all my pieces.” Gustavo  

“The instructors/clinicians pushed me to improve and helped my music 
become alive.” Georgeanne  

 

 

Darren Dyck has been teaching with the 
Calgary Board of Education for twenty-seven 
years and is currently the principal at Nellie 
McClung School. He has been involved in 
drama and theatre for the past 35 years and 
believes that students’ growth and 
development is best achieved when children 
are actively engaged in aesthetic fine arts 
experiences. Darren is also a playwright, and 
Cassa has presented two of his plays. 
 
Eric Nyland is a private teacher, festival 
adjudicator, and freelance pianist. He is the 
musical director for the long-form theatre 
improvisation duo One Lions and the 
improvising pianist for the Kinkonauts series of 
live, improvised musicals. He has held solo 
concerts in Edmonton and Calgary and 
appeared as soloist in Beethoven’s First Piano 
Concerto for the inaugural concert of the 
Calgary Arts Orchestra.  
 
Simon Rose is the author of fifteen novels, 
eight guides for writers, and more than 100 
nonfiction books for children and young adults. 
Simon is an instructor for adults with the 
University of Calgary and Mount Royal 
University and offers online workshops for 
both children and adults, programs for school, 
and editing, coaching, and ghostwriting 
services. Learn more at simon-rose.com. 
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PAINTING A PERFECT PICTURE 
          Erin Hildebrandt 
 
I taught art with the Cassa Kids summer program for 3 years, 
each year with a different artistic theme. Having a theme 
provided our students with a creative subject to focus on and 
gave our returning students variety, knowing they would learn 
new and exciting art practices.   
 
Cassa incorporates multiple age groups into their programs 
each year, which as an art teacher I believe is extremely 
important for the development of both creativity and gross and 
fine motor skills. Introduction to art at a young age, whether 
musical or visual, provides students with the opportunity to 
develop individual expression, organizational skills, 
responsibility, and a creative mindset that will allow them to 
problem solve and excel in other school subjects.   
 
I loved teaching art at Cassa and each year I was very 
impressed with the students’ willingness to learn and create 
with me. Art teaches patience, promotes confidence, and all the 
students are always ecstatic with the final products that they 
create! 

         CASSA PEDAGOGY  
     Madeline Neufeld 
  

Off the Bench Creativity was Dr. Jennifer Snow's topic as she 
began an enthusiastic interactive session with new teaching 
ideas involving all the senses. She had us moving with Dynamic 
Dancing, Crazy Conductin, and mirroring hand movements with 
a partner. She suggested students could write a story with 
many details or draw a picture to help play more 
expressively. Linking Lego referred using Lego to build a story, 
while the Movie Magic idea suggested that students could use a 
phone to take pictures or make a video.  
  
One of my favourite ideas was making a board with swatches of 
fabric for students to feel the 'texture' of their music. We can 
even use the sense of taste to think about words like dolce or 
sweet and dissonances or sour. These were some of the ideas 
that involved students on many different levels. 
  
In her Back to Basics session, Dr. Snow suggested starting with 
the choreography of playing chords and notes in a new piece, 
noting that big sounds need big gestures, and to make sure that 
we always use the appropriate arm and hand movements. It's 
also important to use the appropriate word when teaching, such 
as saying release instead of relax, and aware practising instead 
of slow practising. 
  
Dr. Andrew Hisey's topic, Hugging Porcupines, focused on 
ways to encourage students to learn unpopular repertoire. For 
example, we can listen to the colour of the sound when playing 
dissonances, use breathes and pauses to help manage 
rhythmic complexity, and memorize sections and find patterns 
in complex notation. 
  
In Dr. Hisey's session on Improvisation - Building a Chord 
Vocabulary, he showed us two chord patterns and as we took 
turns at the piano we could see how useful a secure chord 
pattern is when improvising and later when composing. It was a 
very interesting and informative day filled with practical ideas to 
inspire us and our students! Thank you Dr. Snow, Dr. Hisey, 
and Cassa! 
 

CASSA MUSICAL MEMORIES 

“Loved your choreography, stage sets and the live music!  
Students did a fine job of acting and singing, learning their 
parts in such a short time. A great show for all, both the 
actors and audience. You shared the fun with everyone.  
Great job by the ‘boss’, and all directors!!!” Donna  

“I like the acting and the play.” Quinn  
 
“Wow, Wednesday evening was so superbly great and 
enjoyable. My guests, grandchildren Nicholas, aged 14, 
and Sophie, aged 16, along with her friend supremely 
enjoyed the evening and were singing some of the show’s 
tunes in the car on our way home. We also knew some of 
the performers.”  
 
“Great place for this type of camp. Fun musical!” 
 
“Cassa provides an opportunity to learn about music, 
dance and production. A great place to make friends.”  

 

 
Cassa Musical can be  
a tiring as well as an  
exciting experience for  
those involved.      
 
Chloe and Lexi were so  
tired after the first day  
that they fell asleep in  
the car on the way  
home. 
 

CASSA ON SOCIAL MEDIA 

Throughout the year remember that you can always catch 
up with all the news about Cassa Musical Arts on social 
media.  

We have a Facebook page where you’ll always find news 
and updates about what’s going on with Cassa Musical 
Arts all year round. Be sure to visit our Facebook page and 
like us so that you’ll always be up to date with everything 
that’s happening.  

Cassa news updates also appear in the blog section of our 
website, along with regularly posted articles about 
interesting local events, upcoming camps, our many 
instructors and students, the world of arts education, and 
much more. 
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  CASSA PLAYWRIGHTS AND COMPOSERS  
 

Cassa Playwrights was once again a tremendous success in 2018. We also added the composers component  
to the camp, in which students learned about composition and lyric writing as they created music for the original play  
or performed in the Cassa Jazz Concert. Cassa Playwrights music theme inspired campers to produce a very exciting  
play filled with drama, intrigue, suspense, and of course outstanding performances. We look forward to seeing a  
repeat performance in 2019, when our theme will focus on world cultures. Playwrights camp is a very intense and  
demanding for both the instructor and the young writers and actors. However, it remains a wonderful and fun  
experience, and 2019 promises to deliver yet another successful production. We will also be offering pre and after  
care for the week of July 15 to 19. 
 
 

“I enjoyed learning about the blues structure from Michelle and the process of composing a  
melody from Derek. I am really grateful for all the advice I received from all the instructors and  
composers. It really helped me develop my piece and my composing style.” Aurora  
 
“I loved seeing how excited Lisa was at the end of each day. She was so eager to share her  
experiences from camp with me. She was motivated to prepare props and practise for her  
performance on Friday. She had so much fun! The play was excellent - awesome creativity!” 
Angela  
  
“3 words: Creativity, Expression, FUN.” 
 
“I felt the instructors are very experienced and extremely supportive!” 
 
“Quality programs that was very engaging for kids. My kids loved the variety of art, dance  
and music.”       
 
“Acting, playwriting, music, art and everything!” Leighton  
 
“I liked being able to make a play and I loved art.” Elsa  
 
“Always a positive experience - organized, less ‘formula than other camps. Passionate  
instructors with vital skills. Bravo!” 
 
“Very - great storyline! A great chance for the kids to see what playwright camp is  
for next year. Enjoyed the music too - including the composers’ work!” 
 

 

 

       

 

       

 

 

         MY CASSA ADULT PIANO EXPERIENCE 
   Kelly Schuler 
 

When I first attended Cassa Adult Piano, I didn’t really 
know what to expect and was surprised to have a 
powerful first-time experience, bonding with other 
musicians in an impactful way. We had a performance 
opportunity in a lovely concert hall filled with a very 
engaged and supportive audience. I was overjoyed at 
gaining an understanding of what was possible during 
days of dedicated time for improving my piano listening 
and playing skills. It took my abilities to a new level and it 
was so fun to have new piano friends. 
  

On the second opportunity to attend the program, I was preparing to play in the 
Honens ProAm, to raise funds and awareness for the Honens International Piano 
Competition. The Piano Camp provided time to work on my repertoire for the 
upcoming performance and there was always tremendous motivation and 
encouragement from clinicians. The third time was like a dream come true, as I 
was offered a scholarship at a time that helped me to push onward for the kind of 
love music deserves. What a gift.  
  
Although piano had been my passion in early childhood, I had a significant gap 
following my mid-teens and then again when the blessing of children and career 
were demanding top priority. When given these opportunities as an adult in piano 
camp, I felt an important sense of purpose to dedicate myself to music for music’s 
sake and that it’s never too late to realize the dreams and passions that music 
can fulfill to nourish the soul. 
  
I would like to express my thanks to all the generous people who make Cassa a 
reality, and a special thanks to supporters Linda Kundert, Michèle Stanners, and 
Carol Moore. Whether you’re a supporter or a participant of Cassa Adult Piano, 
you’re making an important investment that will serve to provide appreciation in 
every sense of the word.  

CASSA BRAND CELEBRATION 

Our exciting Cassa Brand Celebration took place in 
Calgary earlier this year on February 22 at Cardel 
Theatre.  

This landmark event marked 25 years of Cassa 
providing the highest quality of arts programming in the 
summer months in Calgary and the surrounding area, 
along with a wonderful new beginning as we move into 
the future with an entirely brand new look. 

There was a reception, the playing of Sand, our 2018 
musical production, the Early-Early Bird registration fee, 
and the formal unveiling of our new name, logo, and 
program names.  
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CASSA JAZZ  

“I attended Cassa Jazz and Cassa Pedagogy workshop last year and I had a really great experience 
in the sessions. I wasn’t sure what kind of first steps I could take in order to learn more about playing 
jazz, and the jazz keyboard workshop was exactly what I was looking for.  
 
This year, I was able to expand on the knowledge I learned last year and challenge myself in  
practising more of the techniques we learned in class. I felt there was improvement in my comfort  
level in exploring different rhythms, style, and complexity of my music selection. It’s also great to  
hear other musicians play with their different styles and coming from different backgrounds.  
Thanks Cassa!” Gabriela  
 
“Loved learning about jazz and listening to different compositions. Teachers were great. Thank you.”  
Sasha  
 
“All the theory hands on with Derek, Michelle, and access to all the pianos.” Douglas 

“The information that will help my piano playing was clear and anything I did not get, my teacher showed me.” Ben  

“I liked that we learned so much about chords and scales, and how we learned to improvise. I also liked the director Derek Stoll. He was really good. 
I would come back, it was fun!” Sarah  

“I liked being able to work with others and yet I still get one on one instruction. I liked the in depth study of jazz as well, not just the easier basses. I 
got to play lots and try newer styles.” Hannah 

CASSA LOOKS AHEAD 
      Janice Dahlberg 
 

Cassa’s unique musical arts programs celebrated 25 
years of success in July, 2018. The growth of its offerings 
is due to the many talents and expertise of the Cassa 
Board of Directors, administration team, artistic directors, 
clinicians, teachers, volunteers, donors, business and 
community members who support arts enrichment 
opportunities in which talented participants may flourish. 
Please view the ‘Special Thanks‘ page on the website, 
which acknowledges those that encourage us to continue 
offering arts education through live participation.  
 
Cassa looks forward to its twenty-sixth year and your 
continuing support with thanks. Here’s to the next 25 
years! 

 

                                                           THANK YOU TO DOROTHEA JOHANSON  
 

 

 

  

Dorothea was a keen and caring teacher and submitted 
students to offer our first camp back in 1993. Ever since 
then, she has sent students to Cassa to enrich their musical 
lives. Dorothea joined the board as an original member in 
1996 and has remained on the board until the present. The 
board has declared Dorothea as a member emeritus.  

Dorothea was always on top of things regarding technology. 
She jumped in with her VHS video camera those first years 
and conducted all recordings for Cassa  ever since then. 
When we moved to the small tape cameras, she kept up with 
the trend and then moved to the cell phone recording 
devices in recent years. In addition to her specialty in this 
area for us, Dorothea became the main instructor for CS 
Theme and Variations, where she helped students with their 
creativity during the skit that ends our Friday piano recital. 
Always willing to be helpful, she took on the interim role as 
treasurer for the past four years, as she had been sitting on 
the audit for years before that. Dorothea also organized our 
Retirement Residence Recitals as our Special Projects 
Convenor. Many Cassa piano students had opportunities to 
entertain the seniors in various venues. Not only did this give 
our students valuable performance experience, but funds 
were also raised for students in need. We miss Dorothea 
and we wish her continued progress in her fight for wellness. 
Thank you so much! 

 CONGRATULATIONS! 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Congratulations to our Donations 
Coordinator, Shelley Foo, who 
was married on September 29, 
2018. We give Shelley our very 
best wishes for the future. 
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CASSA ADULT PIANO  

“The people, the passion, expert, insightful and inspiring clinicians, grateful to 
Linda, the team and to Michele Stanners.” Kelly 

“I liked the clinicians, the instructors, the blend of masterclasses and 
ensemble work, working with others, and the talks.” 

“I loved all the main instructors and the other instructors.” Sandra 

“Instructors were amazing, knowledgeable, motivating, very positive, and 
supportive.” Vern  

“New perspectives on different aspects of practise and performance. Learned 
a lot.” Michele  

“Several sessions of feedback,  
in the master classes,  
the opportunity to play an  
ensemble, and performance  
practise.” Kristi  
 
“I really enjoyed all the Cassa  
clinicians and instructors. The  
exposure to all that wealth of  
experience provides me with so  
many ideas to put into my lesson  
plans for the upcoming year.”  
Edel 
 

    THE BENEFITS OF EXPOSURE TO THE ARTS 
                               Simon Rose 
 
For many parents summer programs are a necessity. Once 
school’s over in June there has to be somewhere to send children 
during some weeks in the summer months. Sports programs are 
always popular to get kids outside but today programs offering 
instruction in the arts, music, and drama are even more important 
than ever.  

The arts are often one of the first things to suffer when school 
boards trim their budgets in these tough economic times. It’s such 
a relief for many parents to discover that Cassa offers such 
exceptional quality arts programs with such highly qualified 
teachers every year. Exposure to the arts helps children to develop 
reasoning, critical thinking, and organizational skills. Some studies 
indicate that participation in the arts can improve academic 
performance in math, science, reading, and writing.  

Cassa’s programs teach children the value of teamwork and 
effective communication when working on joint projects. 
Participants also learn to express themselves and improve their 
confidence and self-esteem.  

Cassa’s programs are unique in the city and surrounding area and 
you can rest assured that your child will emerge with an enhanced 
appreciation of the arts and the potential for greater academic 
achievement. It’s not too early to register for our 2019 programs so 
check out our website and Facebook page for more details. 

      MORE CASSA PIANO MEMORIES  
 

“The instructors are what make this program so magnetic and I feel so fortunate to be among them this year!  
What a special learning environment - full of laughter and celebration.” Karen 
 
“I loved how it wasn’t stressful and it is very nice to be here. I love all the nice instructors, they made my songs  
even better.” Elizabeth 
 
“So much wonderful, open, inviting, collegial energy and atmosphere. Instruction is top notch, and time is  
managed very efficiently.” Eric  
 
I liked the fast intense workshops, and how there was visible improvement within days. The clinicians and  
Instructors gave feedback that was doable and improved the pieces greatly. I loved the performance by the  
trio at the end.” Ivy  
 
“I liked how I got to experience different teachers and opinions.” Ian  
 
“The growth mindset everyone has, and the students that will help one, if ever asked. The environment we were in guided us to learn. The people: 
all bright and talented. Cassa Piano has the best of the best.” Jack 
 
One of my favourite parts of camp was being around people like me! I walked in, sat down, and we all got talking...I asked, ”What’s your favourite 
subject?” and they all said, “English!” Do you like country music?” “No!” “I hate the gym.” “Us too!”  I was like...My people!  Where have you been! 
Another aspect I loved about Cassa were the teachers, also passionate about music. It was infectious! I always walked out of those lessons 
energized, and wanting more! I just loved it!” Satai  
 
“I loved the masterclasses with Mr. Fridman and Dr. Snow. I had fun and I learned a lot in just one week.” 

RECITALS AND PERFORMANCES 

Retirement Residence Recitals featuring students from Cassa Piano and Adult 
Piano have proven enjoyable for the residents and a great experience for the 
performers over the years.  

Recitals took place this fall at several residences in the Calgary area and each 
program was unique.  

Many of our very talented piano students have participated in these recitals 
entertaining seniors in a variety of venues in the city and surrounding area for 
years. Cassa students have gained valuable performance experience, increased 
self-confidence, and have helped to raise funds for students in need. 
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                     FROM THE PRESIDENT’S CHAIR  
Linda Kundert 

 
Hello everyone. Another year has come and gone but what a wonderful celebration of Cassa’s 25 years we 
experienced this summer! At every event, we celebrated in a special way. We honored an instructor or a 
board member and hosted a beautiful recital featuring former Cassa students and current instructors at the 
Cassa Recital. That evening made me feel very honoured and proud of what Cassa has achieved. We have 
touched the lives of over 10,000 participants, supported Calgary artists with summer work and experience, 
and hosted exceptional artists from across North America and even Europe as clinicians each year. 

We started with two programs in 1993 (piano and kids), hosted up to 11 programs one year, and now present 8 programs and a professional recital. 
We have seen many successes and we have helped many artists and groups along the way. Over the years, we have tried many different ideas, the 
most recent is Cassa Composers. This was a particularly interesting experiment, as we were able to combine composers with students and 
instructors from Cassa Playwrights and Cassa Jazz. Composers were given a unique opportunity to write lyrics to one of their own pieces for the 
children and to play suitable previously composed music to incorporate in the play. They were also able to take part in jazz classes to expand their 
musical vocabulary. They worked with several instructors and performed a couple of their works in the concert with the jazz performers at the end of 
the week. I want to thank our inaugural group for taking a chance on this new program. We will offer Cassa Composers in the morning as a half-day, 
or the full-day option, only. The full-day is the preferred choice, so that students have enough time to take in everything and have time to compose.  

Cassa has premiered three musicals since 2000 and this year we will present the second one written by Justine Cherry-Delisle - Something 
Familiar. This play has a very interesting storyline of the actor times two, a double, representing the thoughts that go on in the mind, which are often 
quite different to the thoughts expressed aloud by the actor. Confusing? Well, you will just have to come out to see it in action on August 14, 7:00pm 
at Lord Beaverbrook Theatre. Yes, the Cassa Musical will take place in August in 2019, so make plans to attend and register now! 

Cassa Playwrights and Cassa Kids are running half-days only. To experience both programs in a full day is especially  
wonderful for students ages 7 to 12. Half-day Cassa Kids is excellent for younger children age 4 and up. The theme for  
2019 is Around the World. I would like to give a special thank you to Erin Hildebrandt for sharing her wonderful teaching  
gifts as our art instructor for many years. We wish her well in her new adventure. We will miss you. You are a terrific 
teacher and it was wonderful to meet your beautiful child last summer! 
 
Cassa Jazz hosted a talented group of creative participants. They presented an entertaining cabaret evening, showcasing  
their compositions, jazz standards, and other jazz arrangements. Cassa Piano, Cassa Adult Piano and Cassa Pedagogy  
enjoyed a wonderful week, with a brilliant and entertaining pair of clinicians, Dr. Jennifer Snow and Dr. Andrew Hisey. We  
heard nothing but great comments about the two! We capped off the week by partying and playing the piano late into the  
night at the after-party at my place! Thanks to Dr. Laura Bell, always a great asset to our team, for making the trip to Calgary  
this year as an instructor. Thank you also to our two new instructor/supervisors, Karen Gerelus and Eric Nyland. Both are very talented musicians 
and wonderful additions to the team. We also celebrated Joseph Fridman, who has been an exemplary instructor for Cassa for 13 years. Thank you, 
Joseph! Georgeanne van Helden, one our long-term participants is pictured after receiving the Cassa Piano ARMTA award on July 27, 2018  
 
Thank you to Dorothea Johanson and Janice Dahlberg for working as volunteers this summer! They have 
both been core instructors from the beginning, so this was a big change for them. It is with deep sadness  
that I tell you that Dorothea suffered a stroke in August and is not yet able to return to her home. She is so  
missed by all of us. She takes visitors at Chinook Seniors Care Centre behind Mayfair Place, where she now 
lives. The picture of Janice, Dorothea, Derek, and I was taken at the Cassa Recital. I presented us with a 
poster, now a plaque, to celebrate the four of us that have been with Cassa since the beginning. Janice and  
me as presidents and artistic directors, Dorothea, first as a contributing teacher, then instructor, and Derek,  
our original treasurer, who turned Cassa into an association in 1996 and directs our unique jazz programs. 
 
The Branding Party took place in February at the Cardel Theatre. Our new name, beautiful logo, slogan, and banner were all unveiled, and we 
watched part of Justine’s musical, Sand from the previous summer. A huge thank you goes out to Michelle Delisle, who is responsible for developing 
Cassa’s new look. She is now directing our future marketing strategies. The home page of our new website was designed by Michelle. You have 
likely noticed the new look on this newsletter, also Michelle’s work. Thank you to Rob Whitworth for his expert vision and tireless work on the 
website. Thank you to Viola Olah for her volunteer work for Cassa on Facebook and Twitter. Thank you to my administration team, including our 
office manager Darcy van Helden, our donations coordinator Shelley Foo, and our bookkeeper Po Yeh for their tireless work. Congratulations to 
Shelley too on her recent wedding. Thank you to the rest of the team, including Simon Rose for this wonderful newsletter and for being a Cassa 
instructor for 13 years. We celebrated his long-term commitment at the last board meeting. Jonah van Helden, our new technical assistant, and 
Satai Miller, who supervised Playwrights students for the first time, both did a great job! I would like especially to thank Alicia Romero, who has done 
an exceptional job creating our brochures and advertising cards over the years! Thanks also to Michelle Gregoire for her work as a jazz instructor 
and Josh Boak for his video production services. 
   
We have a few major changes on our board of directors. First of all, thank you to Nancy Partlow, who left the board in the fall,  
for sharing her expertise in marketing. Thank you for making huge efforts to reach out to the teachers and the general public  
with our advertising and for sending your own children and yourself to camp. We wish Nancy all the best in her future  
endeavors. We now welcome three new Board members, Simon Rose and Darren Dyck as advisors and Eric Nyland as our 
treasurer. Kathy Milani took on the role as secretary and Tara Allred-Gundesen and Susan Savage remain as advisors. What  
a great team! Janice and I expect exciting times ahead. Thank you to all of our donors and sponsors, especially St. John’s  
Music and the Alberta Foundation for the Arts. What a blessing you are! You know that Cassa could not exist without you. How  
about all of the volunteers? You know who you are; thank you! 
 
This is where I am supposed to say something of great importance. I really can’t, but I will say that Cassa has enriched my life tremendously. Cassa 
has taken over my summers for a large part of my life. I thank Cassa for that and I personally thank each and every one of you for your particular 
support of Cassa these past 25 years. I have loved meeting all of you. My life is full. 
 

 

 


